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FEDERAL
CRIMES THAT
MAY ARISE IN
THE IPV & SA 
CONTEXT

• Illegal Firearms Possession

• Computer/Phone Crimes

• Crimes Involving Interstate Travel or Federal 
Property

• Human Trafficking

• Color of Law

• Supervised Release Violations



ILLEGAL FIREARMS
POSSESSION

It is a federal crime to possess a firearm or 
ammunition:

• while subject to a qualifying Protection 
Order (PFA);

• after a conviction of a qualifying 
misdemeanor crime of domestic violence 
(simple assault/strangulation if domestic 
relationship); 

• after having been convicted of a felony or a 
Pennsylvania first degree misdemeanor.  

A victim’s testimony is not usually necessary to 
prove such crimes.



COMPUTER/PHONE
CRIMES

Abusers often use computers and phones to harass or abuse their 
victims. Possible federal criminal actions include:

• Cyberstalking

• Threats transmitted in interstate commerce
• DOES NOT NEED interstate travel
• Can be shown with text message or phone call

that was routed outside of PA, for example

• Threats by mail

• Obscene or harassing telephone calls

• Identity theft 

• Access device fraud

• Accessing victim’s computer & obtaining info/damaging/intercepting 
communication



CRIMES INVOLVING
INTERSTATE TRAVEL
OR FEDERAL PROPERTY

• In certain circumstances, like 
crossing state lines or being on 
federal property, it is a federal 
crime to:

• commit or attempt to 
commit a crime of violence 
against an intimate partner; 

• stalk or harass a victim; or
• violate a qualifying 

Protection Order



Human Trafficking

• Human trafficking is a federal crime involving:
• the use of force, fraud, or coercion to make a victim 

provide
• labor or sex services, 
• or the commercial sexual exploitation of a minor 

(someone under 18 years old)
• Human trafficking need not involve any 

smuggling, movement or transportation of the 
victim





Color of Law
• Includes sexual misconduct by police officers, probation officers, 

corrections officers and other employees of jails and prisons, as well 
as judges, prosecutors, and other federal, state, and local law 
enforcement and public officials, acting in their official capacity

• Sexual assault without consent (rape)
• Sexual contact procured by force, threat of force, or coercion
• Unwanted or gratuitous sexual contact, such as touching or 

groping 
• Obstruction of Justice 

• attempting to prevent the victim from reporting sexual 
misconduct

• lying to federal officials during the course of a federal 
investigation into sexual misconduct

• writing a false police report to cover up sexual misconduct



SUPERVISED RELEASE VIOLATIONS

• If an abuser is under federal supervision (also 
referred to as “supervised release”) and commits a 
crime:

• the abuser may be sentenced to 
imprisonment, even if the abuser was not 
sentenced to jail by the state court; 

• a victim’s testimony is not always necessary to 
prove that an abuser has violated supervised 
release.



CIVIL REMEDIES THAT MAY ARISE 
IN THE IPV & SA CONTEXT





Sex-Based 
Discrimination 
in Schools

• Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 authorizes the 
Attorney General to address certain equal protection 
violations based on sex, among other bases, in 
public schools and institutions of higher education

• Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in 
education programs and activities operated by 
recipients of federal financial assistance

• When a school has actual knowledge of sexual 
harassment in any of its programs or activities it 
must respond promptly in a manner that is not 
deliberately indifferent

• A school is deliberately indifferent if its 
response to sexual harassment is clearly 
unreasonable in light of the known 
circumstances



DOJ’s Sexual 
Harassment in 
Housing Initiative

• Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination in 
housing on the basis of race, color, religion, 
sex, familial status, national origin, and 
disability. 

• Sexual harassment is a form of sex 
discrimination prohibited by the Act

• Goal of the Initiative is to address sexual 
harassment by landlords, property 
managers, maintenance workers, loan 
officers or other people who have control 
over housing





Crime Victims Rights Act

1. The right to be reasonably protected from the accused

2. The right to reasonable, accurate, and timely notice of any public court proceeding, or any parole proceeding, involving 
the crime or of any release or escape of the accused

3. The right not to be excluded from any such public court proceeding, unless the court, after receiving clear and 
convincing evidence, determines that testimony by the victim would be materially altered if the victim heard other 
testimony at that proceeding

4. The right to be reasonably heard at any public proceeding in the district court involving release, plea, sentencing, or 
any parole proceeding

5. The reasonable right to confer with the attorney for the Government in the case

6. The right to full and timely restitution as provided in law

7. The right to proceedings free from unreasonable delay

8. The right to be treated with fairness and with respect for the victim's dignity and privacy

9. The right to be informed in a timely manner of any plea bargain or deferred prosecution agreement

10. The right to be informed of the rights under this section and the services described in section 503(c) of the Victims' 
Rights and Restitution Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 10607(c)) and provided contact information for the Office of the Victims' 
Rights Ombudsman of the Department of Justice



Resources



Ovcttac.gov



Intimate Partner Violence (ages 13-26)
Loveisrespect.org



Sexual Assault
rainn.org



Human Trafficking

Dhs.gov/blue-campaign Humantraffickinghotline.org



Stalking
Stalkingawareness.org



Online Exploitation

Takeitdown.ncmec.org Sextortionfilm.com



Questions? 

Victim Assistance Specialist 
Adrienne Howe 

Adrienne.Howe@usdoj.gov 
412-894-7400

Victim/Witness Assistant
Molly Williams

Molly.Williams@usdoj.gov
412-894-7503

Domestic Violence
AUSA Nicole Vasquez Schmitt 

Nicole.Vasquez.Schmitt@usdoj.gov 

Criminal Civil Rights 
AUSA Carl Spindler 

usapaw.civilrights@usdoj.gov

Human Trafficking 
AUSA Rebecca Silinski 

Rebecca.Silinski@usdoj.gov

Project Safe Childhood 
AUSA Heidi Grogan

Heidi.Grogan@usdoj.gov
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